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“80 Jaar Vrijheid Bergentheim — Braunschweig”

Deze bundel is samengesteld ter gelegenheid van de tentoonstelling in 2025 met betrekking tot de
geschiedenis van Bergentheim in en rondom de 2° Wereldoorlog.

Deze bundel geeft toegevoegde informatie over Braunschweig, de stad die door de Lancaster van
Bergentheim is gebombardeerd.

Gemaakt conform verzoek van de Oranjevereniging Bergentheim door de werkgroep “Tentoonstelling en
Geschiedenis”. We hebben geprobeerd alle berichten van datering en bronvermelding te voorzien. De
volgorde van alle berichten is zo goed mogelijk chronologisch weergegeven. De beoordeling of de inhoud in
alle opzichten correct s, laten graag over aan de lezer.

Samenstelling werkgroep:
Anton ten Brinke Bennie ten Brinke
Henk Bunskoeken Henk-Jan de Keizer

Ewout Kompagnie Henry Kompagnie
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Braunschweig - Historisch centrum voor de oorlog 1899
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Braunschweig - Flak tegen Lancaster 1944
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= Braunschweig — Aanvalsplan (1) 12 Augustus 1944

Op de 11 volgende pagina’s is het SECRET aanvalsplan van de RAF op Braunschweig weergegeven.

De Lancaster van Bergentheim vloog in deze aanval mee...
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EIEY RATD REACTION A ND R.C.lMe RFPORT IUs 204

HIGHT 12/13 AUGUST 194k,

Sorties. Losscs. 0L
4 Brunswick = 379 o 0005-0018 +
- Russelshcim 279 20 0015-0022
+ Falaise 14 - 0215-0221
Crossbow - 50 - 2300-2322
Diversion U7 - 2255
(4:955N, 0030E).

\
Thore wns a very substentiel rcaction to the two main forco raids.

vn Germany but very little to anything clse., &ho attacks on Crowwhow toargots
wore montionod butno sotion was opparontly taken and tho diversion arousod no <
rosponsao,

Eloments of ot lonst scven twin-ongined night-fighter Gruppen .
Operatcd against the Bru ,S\{ick raid &nd a further wix wore identifioed against
tho attack on Russclsheim. The singlo-engined fighters of JG 301, moking their
sgcond sortie of the m.ght, also atterpted to interccpt tho bombers roturning
from the lattor targdt. Despite the strength pf tho opposition and the numbor \
of control channels active it is remarkable that very few executive ordors to :
fightors wore intcicepted. The controls which irerc heard were chiefly of the
running cormentary type, passing plots on the berber stream. If this informe
ation is all that the fighters had to work on, then success could have been
due only to skilful anticipation of the course of.'the raid in pre-flight
briefing or to the possession of other meons Wy which they cre able td locate
tho bomber stroam without spocific dircctions from the ground.

Pk

Neither roid wes plotted very edrly. Of the three routes into
wnswick, the first plots worc on the nore northerly one which made landfall
. xwast and tho first concentration of plots devcloped in tho arca of south of

EMIDEN, I/NJG7 from MUNSTER ond another unit, possibly I/NJG3 were onéorod to
bcncon QUELLE (HAIIBUR(J) shortly after the beubers hod made landfall but apart
~from this there is no indication of the novements of tho othor units whiclh
- were henrd operpting except that which con be deduced from the plots, These
contimied to the target and along the homeward routes to a point 50 miles off
the Dutch Const.

There werce even fewer directions to fighters heard on the
Russelsheim raid, Plotting began in the areca south of Brussels and continued to
the target and homewnrds as for as the Charleroi area, 1JG 301 wore airborne
- in coastal areas at the time when the borbers were withdrawing.

; There werc twenty three different running cormentary froquencies
heard, ®eight of which were on HF R/T, two on VHF R/T, nine on H.F. W/T cnd
- four from MF W/T beccons, Thore was littlc activity fron G.C.I but medium
range fighters were operating on seven V.IH.F. chtanels,

; As many £s possible of thesc controls were attacked with the —
. appropriate countermcrsures, aorc especially the H.F. running commentarics.

evo/Agoinst



AL utE JAUN O/ TAUIEUD VU, iYb/ 44, DAY 12th AUQUSEy~And - - ﬁru-l‘ 1
| NIGHT 12th/i3tkucusT 14«94_*&_1
| ) — ;
! PART X - DAY Y l'2th ALLUDT. R /4‘__’ 2 7"“’_‘ MA x ;
1. TaRcEts AND SORTIES. . L
. B NI TV
YR ATTACRED TI.E.
o TARGET GROUP__OF +/C  SORTIES  TARGHI  MLSSING _ OVAR TARGAT
i)  BREST 5 L & i 12 10 " 0945 - 0947
ii) FORGT DE #OWTRICHARD 6, 68 ; (117 (108' - (13,’56 = 14041
47221 0113F &L, 104 99 1400 - 1404)°
i ) 285 L &, P (9 (1356 - 1400
1i1) LA FALLICK 1, 8 24 23 - L1457 - 1505
F 1) Lave, ( 20) (19 1500 - 1504
8, wl0s, {4 (4 (1257 - 1.3051
iv)  BORDEAUX 1, 8 ; 4 2 % 1507 - 1514
Uy - L, E%O) (%) (1510 - 1514)
( 8) LANC. 4 ( 4) (1507 - 1512
v) BOMBISR SUPPORT 100 08, 8 8 -
vi) SPECIAL OPERATIONS 100  M0S, 1 5
vii) MET, RFHCCE, 8  lor, 3 =
T8 T u 199 184 -

2. AFERECIATION,

These operations were carried

out in clear weather and without loss, although

thero wias proof of the enemy's day fighters having attempted to intorcept some of sa.

boiubers,

Spitfiires escorting Halifaxcs

o1l torgoet cast of Tours) had combats

clnimed two destroyed without loss to.

Tours area, when anothei B/A was shot
M2.109' 8 were secn by the cscort, but

on the scene coincided viith the increased concorn of the G,A.F.

and Lancastoers to the Foret de Montrichard ( ar
with 10 FW.190's nenr Argentan, in which they
thomselves, and they engaged 6 Me,109' s in t .0
down’ and one Spitfirc lost. A further 15

none troubled the bombera, Their appearance
to protect the

Wohrmcht in the N, Fiance "pocket" from the new threat in the south.

tlosquitocas of No, 100 Group
and this was uneventful ,

Tho ¢erman's

ave long range cover for the attack on'Bordesux
rohg

.

constal and Naval defences put up accuratc and intense Heavy

Flak at Bordeaux, and considerable accurate H,F. at Ln Pullice, but at Brest the

opp
Monu.fechard the H,F, was -ory siight,

tion was less than proviously and only 4 a/c were hit,

At the Foret deo

PART If - WIGHT 12th/13th AUGUST.
1. TARGETS AND SORTLES.
- TYTE ATTACKED TIHE
TARGET GROUP _ OF 4/C SORTIES TARGET MISSING _ OVER TARGET
i) BRUNSHICK 1,3 B IR M- &7.1%) 2358 - 0028
i . E&glw Lo e d 0002 - 0015) ¢
( LANC, 66) 59) 3 0003 - 0014; :
HAL, 89) 3 7 00Lh - 0028
Z LANG, gZ} z_ﬂ 4 2358 - 0012)
H &L, 9 5 %[5 (0506 - 0018}
ii) KIML (Spoof) 8 05, 21 20 - 2331 - 2344
i11) RUSSH,SHELL 153,45 B 7 276 §6.7 A 0007 - 0027
( 49591 0823R) "t1)”7 Lanc. 2? ) ('3) 1) 7 (0014 - 0021)
3% LANC, | 4% 54-3) 5; 0013 - CO2z
4Mu1,¢.ww2 W g 0019 - 0025
S LaNC, 0 iﬁ; ,E 0015 - 0027
8 L & i, 86) 7 {a)L 0007 - 002V
iv) FRUIKFURT { Spoof) a3 . 1408, 10 10 1 (w0 0008 - 0012
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TYE ~—ATTACKED ____ T
TARGET GROUP _ OF A/C SORTIES TARGET &WISSING OVER TARGLT
W LA NEUVILLE 6,8 D 24 - ' 255 - 2304
; : 6 HAL, ( ) 2 - 2504
{49508 0136E) ( 3 o 69 e {228 - 523
vi) LA BRETEQUE 6,8 ' 25 2" - 2316 - 2324
0 : 6 HAL, (20 (13 . (2321 - 2324
(4930 0105E) 18] o (s) A . i231 ~ 2319
vii) FaLAISE 1 ?,6,8 e 44 138 - 8%3 - '8257
5 K ARG, - 02
(48548 001 3H) DL ) 23 0214 - oeéi
% LANC, 25 5] 021% = 02
b H&L. 48§ 44 025 - 022
8 L &&l, 16) 15 0207 - 0219
viii) JUVINCOURT A/F 8 £.08. 3 1 - -0140
ix) COULQLILERS A/F 8 £08, 3 2 " 0139 - 0149
x) TROSSY 8 1108, 2 1 & 0029
xi) AINELAYING 5, 6 4 - 2330 - 0280
) 3’& 5)’ LANG ;‘6) 2) 0214 - ong)
. LANG. 2 a4 G110 = 013og
(6{ HAL. (4 1% 2330 - 2331
xii) BO.BER SUPPORT 100 5 5, 1 58 54 1 (1.74)
" xiii) DIVIRSIONARY SWERP VARLOUS 160 15 -
1) HAL, (64) (1)
3 STIR, ( 2‘
AE HAL, 19 18)
2 S & L. 92 291
I &L, 17 19
91\ VLLL. 13 131
923 WILL, , }30) i29
93)  WILL. 31) 31{
100) FORT, (2 (2
( xiv) SIGIAL OPSRATIONS 100 VLRIOUS 17 -
xv) MET, RECCE, 8 MOS. 2 2 -
xvi) LEAFLETS 93  WELL. 21 18 - 0044 - 0133
TOTAL 1,181 1,086 4 (4.21)

%4 HAL. 1 LAIC,
2. APYRECIATION,

This night was the first this summer in which the hours of' darkness made
possible penetration by heavy bombers into Central Germny, With a raid on
nruswick,carried out solely by instruments, was coupled an attack in the south on
Russclsheinm, which lies betwoen iainz and Frankfurt and in their defence zone,

The intention was for the two forcés to reach tho Gontinont simultaneously,
just aftoer 2300 hrs, their approaches having been screened by Mandrel Jamming since
2130 hrs., and at the same time to try to draw a fow Gruppon of fightors towards tho
Dicppe arca by mecans of two small Crossbow attacks, bolstered in nurbers by a
diversionary sweep of 150 a/c Which would follow themn olosely across the Channel.

i iosquito spoof raid on Kiel was to ndd to the enewmy's difficulties in the north,
and a visit to Frankfurt had a similar purpose in the south,

Although tho encmy adequatcly allotted his fightors to tho two main raids ho
did not handle at all well those he had alrendy moved from Holland and Belgium to
cover Horth Gerimany, insofar as he failed to shoot down wore than a few boubors
beforo reaching their' target at Brunswick, The Mandrel screen and the splitting of
tho force into three parts which crossed the Dutch and German coasts at wide
intervals ( see route map) helped to confound him,  Sowe fighters woro early
directed to the Elbe across and away from our howbers' tracl, and his control wae
badly mistaken in guessing frow the enrly-plets that Bromon (90 miles, from Brunswick)
was the target, : A BTN '
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The first wave, comprising Wo., 5 Group, wet no treouble until wicll ofter
ccaving target, a second wiave of Nos 1 nnd 3 Groups vins able to cross M, Holland and
akirt llannover with very 1ittle opposilion, anmd it was only vwhen the last wave, of

“Mos, 4 and 6 Groups, left +arg0t that the Yosses roully bogan, Our ofc, assaisted by

a clrong w1 wind, had then boen only 1} hrs over eneny torritory, and they triod to
lissen the effects of the wind on 10qv1n;r target by losing height in stages that
d4i.f"cred ae between the various Groups, After the first )0 wdiles the first two
warea burned westwards, to split agnin west and north-west vihen past Bremen, The
Lhird winve hended straight W froa target Lo the mouth of the Wosor,

These tnctics aluost certninly kept the opposition down, but ovon so tho
“rrival of fighters could not be longor delayed. wherever they wore when tho Bronen
nitake was rectified, they would hnveo little difficulty in intorcepting the stroan
of bosbers that aust hrwo boen hending in their dircction, and against the wind, The
nbaence of the moon helped the bonbers, bult even so tho boubing, followed by
plentbiful. tracer from the first covbats, helped the fighters to -nke contact,

Tt nppears bhat half the Josses viere caused nlong the first 100 wiles of the o

honesnrd jowrnays.  The othor half were duc to scattered incidontg. The firot mma &

Hecond vingas were hob

engnged on their westerly leg, whorc, too, flak pitfnlls iday
in wait for any a/c e trong wind, 3Tho 1last wave was caught up
o bhe 1eog froa target an 1ough the Josses on different waves and different.routes
viers not greatly at varlrmco, the evidence of cosbat positions suggosts that No, 4
Group, by losing hoight to 4,000 ft nfter leaving target, oscaped rather tore of the
ppozition than did Wo, 6 Group, who dozcended mwch nearer the coast, This viave vwiasg
collovied onl, to sea by Gerian fighters,

There appears to have beon a {] Llf'celllngﬂ of 19-20;000 ft at Brunswick, for
the benefit of fightors. Only one 1nss occurred here, but othor losses due to flak
wero reported nt the southernisost.: turning roint, at 01 dr‘nhm‘" LSIof Bronc‘ra, in the

YL well north of fanover, at Weseruunde, from a ship of £ Norf]orncy, at Leeuwardan
'”" b Aoeland - o totnl of eight lost to flak, some of which were coned in S/Ls. ?
Fishbtoers were reported to have shot down one near Higden, one at target, 4 on the :
leg aftor targoet, 4 on the first wosterly leg, and £ive at isolnted points furthor
\long the three houcward routes,  This ouggests 15 were shot dovwin by fighters and
oirht by flak,

The rald on Russelsheim connot be analysed as fully as ons Would wish becaus:
Lhe iovewments of fightors from Belgium, N. France and &% Germnnny are only sketchily
knovin, Fow ccurse directions wore given then - perhaps because St. Trond nnd
'loronnes viere alwmost on track, The min incidents were spread over the journey fron
the Brusgels aren to target and bdck, It was naturnl that Frankfurt or Mannheim
should be taken as the target, as both were in ensy reach of RussolBhoim,

Many S/Ls exposed there, mainly for the benefit of fighters, Flak seems to
nvo cnused losses at Louwnin, at the target, along the Upper Rhine, near Julich nnd
Al Chievres, and fighters are reported to have shot down one souLh of Lioge and one
nt Trior ( outwnrd), two nt the target, and cight along the homeward route as far as
douth of Ghent, The totals are 12 to fighters, 5 to {lnk,

Littlo of note occurred on the Fronch missions or the divera: ion; and no

losses were involved,  They attracted the attention of S/B fighters ohly, as far as
18 khown,

The attack on theé enemy in and arownd Faloisc, which wns arderod, planned and
oarried out withih o véry short tinme to assiot the Allied forces in Norxmndy, met,
pmctlcally no opposition,

Causcs of-loss ns stated above, were :-

27 to fightors; 13 to flak; 9 to unknown cauzes,

i 3. ROUTES AND TIMING ORDERED.
b

gvick : i) Northerly route, 3rd wave, Nes,q1 & 6 Groups.

5355 040K - 54101‘1 O6)OL - 97300N 0800E - 5200N 0920F% - Brunsvvlck -

5219 1043E - 5400N 080071 — )jRON 0500F.

ii) Central route, 1st wave, No, 5 Croup.
335N Q430E - 6205 - N 0 FO0R ON 0800F - 5200N 0920% -
ér?mswu, il 1&3)?101{0913130— 5238?1)010007%. s )?38%’: %8&()%: - 53‘?30»1 o710 ~
; 53458 0500%,
fTnga e, o .
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iij) Southerly route, 2nd wave, Nos. 1 and 3 Groups. .
53194 0400 - 5318N 0505E - 5240N Q700E ~.5240N 0800FE - 5200N 0920E -
Brunswick - 5219N 1043E - 550N 1000E - 5250N O700E - 5335N 0500E.

T.0.T, 0005 - 0018 hrs. Over Continent 2308 - 0154 hrs,

Kiel : 5440N 0 OOE - 5440N 1000E - Kiel - 5430M OB2OE - 5335N 0430E -
Coltishall. ‘
T.0.T. 2334 - 2336 hrs, Over Continent 2317 - 2351 hrs,

Russelsheim : 5140N 0300F - 504N 07340E - 5040N Q505E - 4940N O700E - Russelshoim -
4945N 0815E - 4940N 0640E - 5035N 0510E - 5030N 0345E - 5140N 0300E -
(Mosquitoes returned as from Frankfurt) ,

T,0.T, 0009 - 0022 nrs, Over Continent 2303 - 0239 hrs,
Frankfurt : Outward as Russolsheim, then - T‘rankfurt - 5020 .0830E - 5010N 0620E -
51208 0530E.,

7,0.T. 0005 - 0009 hrs.  Over Gontinont 2308 - 0106 hrs.

La Neuvillo : S5125N 0045w - 5030N.0015W - 4950N O040E -~ La Neuville - 4950N 0143E -
. T 4954 0143K - 5030N 0P15W - 5125N 0045W.

T.0,T. 2256 ~ 2306 hrs. Over Franoe 2227 - 2305 hrs,

La Bretequo : 5125N 0110W - 4950N D030W - La Breteque - 4929N 0110E - 4933N Ol12E -
’ 4350N 0030W - 5125N 0110W. .

T.0.T. 2316 - 2322 hrs., Over France 2244 - 2328 hrs,
Fuinnise ¢ Selsey Bill - 4925N 0100W - Felaise - Reading,

T,0.T. 0208 - 0221 hrs, Over France 0142 - 0230 hrs.
Diversionary: 5125N 0045W - 50300 0015W ~ 4955N O030E - S00ON 0020H - Reading .
Swioep Time at 4955N 0030E - 2255 hrs,
Handrel Scroen : 2130 - 0150 hrs.

Soc route rap on haock onpage o
4, WEATHUR,

Moon ¢ Loss than half, rising about 0145 hrs,

Sﬁwﬂ}_&:g i1 8-10/10ths lnyer cloud at about 10,000 ft, Wwind at 20,000 ft, 260 degs,
90 -a,p.r.  Reute: loud sheets in thl!’l layers, with gaps, but dense in
places,
Russelsheim: Little cloud, Very haze, Wind at 20 OOO ft,: 260 degs, 45 m,p.h,
Route : As for Brunswick,

C--~3sbow : 9/10ths A-cu., base 22,000 ft, clear below, Wind at 10,000 ft, 270
_ Jgots degs, 25 w,p.h.

Ftllaisb ¢ A broken layer of thin Sc or haze.

ge ses_& Enony A/Fs Fit,

5. ENE4Y FIGHIER REACTION,

Brunsvick : 27303 hrs, Benito a/c heard - one going to the Stado area. 2313
I NJG 3 (vechta} sent to thc Stad. area and vicre given plots on thc bosbers crossing
the N, Geran const. 2319, I WG 7 (Munster) sent at top speed to the sane areca.
2340, "Brenen” wos said to be the targot, 2349, Fighters were sont to a G.C,I.
position cast of Hanover. 2010, Brunswiclk was corroctly identified as the target,
Tlots on the southerly return route follovied the boibers nearly to Zwolle., 0118,
Landing o ders began, Ilantlurne, Nordholz, Wittmundhafen, Gutersloh, Loeuwnrdon
Deolen, Volkel and Twente being mentioned, The spoof on Kicl was plotted,

Russelshein : 222) hrs, 4 JD forward control was heard, 2246-8,I NJG 4 wus
sent to the Cambrai aron, with Chievres a« an altemative, 2308, Allied n/c were
reported west of Cchizwrca, °'}16 IV NJG 1 ( St. Trohd) woro nirborno and sent on a
course of 1) degs., 2345, 1 NG 4 given plcls on boubers cast of their basc at
Fiorennes, 2348-0153, I NJG 5 ( St. Dizier) wers active., 2355, I NJG G ( Stuttgart/
nchterdingon) were given plots, 00)8, Spearhead was roported NE of Saarbrucken,
0019, Tawrzet announced o3 Frankfurt ond Mannheim, 0033, Frankfurt was still said to
“thes centre of attack and vBny boibers were reported thore, 0035, II NJG 6 were
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4 the target was hetwoeen Prankfurt and lirinz, ond cenbinued to roceivo plota till
3933, 9108, YVlots were givon south and south-woast of Licge.

Fronch targots : 2210 hrs, 5 JN conlrel ¥aa heard, 2252, 15 a/c wers
roported west of Disppe flying 5K, 2318, "uany n/c" viere reporled in the tnttle
arca but at 2320 hrs were said to have bheon lost.

(.. KTTHCKS AND CO.BATS,

Brungwick : The 62 n/c in the first wave, on the eoentral route, roported
threo coubats (59) ; thé 127 o/c in thc scoond wave, on the southerly route 15 7
corbats ( 12%?;; and the 136 n/c in tho third mawa, on the northerly rcute, ?(g corbate
(277 . This discropancy ovidently wna due to the differcnces in T.0.T, and not to
the verita of separate routes,

Oon the outward route the first wave (to. S Group) reached thrget without n

singlo coubat, the second = ; £F n/c near :lind on?( 23%-42 hre) , but

lho third wave were lator (2353-0001 hre) involvod in five corbats hefors renching
sindon. - At the—taxget thore were only one nttock and twe coubats at 0006, 0009 and
0017 hrs (18-21,000 ft). Thors vas then o combinod iM log of 59 milos, along
which niost of ths attacks occurred. The first wave had one coibnt at 0009 hrs, the
second . three coubats, 0011-24 hrs, and the third wave light attacks nnd throc-
combats 0016-0030 hrs. This wave conbinuod W to Lhe const near Wesermunde and ha.d
‘ix nore attncks and a conbat ( 0025-0112 hre), Tho first and sccond waves turnad
ost to fly south of Bremen and tho first wnwe, turning I erst of the Wms, had no
yore cosbats., The second wave had seven abtacks on tuming vestwnrd until south of
] n 0018-0051* hrsi  Further west there werc no more attacks, ono n/c  that
rnturned carly fired on nn B/A ovor the North Sea.

27 B/a wdre identified ns /8 (9 M.88's, 5 Me, 110! =,
/1 and 11 wero not identified.

1ors), 7 ne

owher claims were 10 E/A destroyed, 3 pr obables and 2 donged,

A special dity Halifnx clained to have darnged one of threo JU Bd'« that
attnckod in tho Bremen-Woesertunde aren while the Hnlifax was engogad by Heavy wlalk.

Rusgelshein : Outward - Only onc attack and four coshata in the last 140
ilos to target, Over target, 0012-0026hrs —~ three attacks and govon corbnteo,
Sentborod bosbats nnd attacks ocourred during the noxt hour, and south-cast of
Brussels, 0113-0123 hrs.five attacks were roported at from 7-13,000 £t, Tao §/6 B/A
wore firod en further wost over Bolgiun, 113 }'-)/,\ were doscribed nm 4 e, 110" &,
6 ny.as and 2 Mo, 410" 8), 11 as S/E, and 2 were unidentificd,

Bouber clains wero : 2 B4 destroyed A dnmoged,
yod, 12

o Falaisc : 1 Lanc was attacked at 8,000 ft, east of the target after (lares
hnd hreen dropped.
7. GROUND DEFINCES.

Brunsviick {15-23,000ft) : ILF. moderate barrage over n fairly wide areca, with
sow prodicted fire, Fighters operating over ceiling of 1)-20,000€t. S/Ls and umny
fisghter flarea. Route: Little opposition on track; but defonces of fioland,
Terschelling, Leouwntrden, Breuen, Hanover, Oldenburg, and W pseraunde were active,

Ruosclshein ( 13-21,000£t) : H.F. barrage slight, over a wide nren, nnd
increvsing in intensity. inny S/Ls, wninly for fightors.

Falaisc (4-8,000ft) : Defences virtually nil.

3, FUEMY CLALMS.

: ""l'light fizhters and A a, artillory of the puftwaffo shol Acin 53 terror
hepbers", )

2. TYLES OF A/C AND BOMBING YARTICULARS.

To be issucd as 2 supplement,

FOR mAL SHEE CVER,
R R A ,
ATRSTALE LHTELLIGENCE.. = -
BC/S.27h/Int. 3.
Tased at 18.00 hrs 17th August 1944,
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riarked suocess, J_though . geoC concentr" tion of
Russelshnln, unf or fun:: ’(:x.ly uu“?t off the small terget.

& cholge of liaihz rother than D.risteCt as the H2S fix for
Yt asriens wt .&ns.,t_lshem wis ot o good one, and the
Haze ant.¢ visu-l i< ent:x_f‘lm*““ of the target by lcter

e58, ¢ongd:crille cana_ o tire Conu to both targets.
‘tW\ r'.:{nu, thc .)r‘mbc.“, c,u,l' ing to have
m‘. wigee 6 others.

s with sone- success, end
without lpssy - aiohy Sround £ '; 5 1noonC wroune Falidsc, which
vias ordered; dia i X t a very shast eriod of tine,
achieved a gr “a Large oreprane of patrs ls,
civersicns and-a s alsn ouyricc }t in supp rt.-f
the attecks on: ; rc leuu 1T chneny weiters, and leflots .
were dropped ove SR

', TH R FOATCAST

B, Boses:- Bt éu,night;"fziﬂm 1rel f1 a0 Lo rds Asem.

J : nor seler.4ly thin wioth
large in 1 ' = ans'.,lc.l., J-1D/1’) ths 21 1 .t 10-12,000' and
20,000' pay affect’ unsw1c:: 2% midnigot, tut theoo W™l tco little
10,0001, Rnsselhﬁ 1o ge ns ch.‘.nce of cleo: skies, VAewille dread
.Jrunswnck buf clﬂud shmxlc cleL_r Aate in the naight.

Moon:- Less than half uson rising cbout 0145 hrs.

5 PLNS OF ..TT.CK
3. Brunswick The attack on th_us tcrget was to ve nnde by aircraft
cquipped. with H2S, and no markers of any sort were & bc dropped. No aircraft
of thg Pathfinfler Ferce was deteiled to ¢ utoc&v.,;;.mnsnck, and it was hoped t°
establish the accuracy | ‘of lnim Force banbing o 1 by Jeens of this raid.
drer~ft.with H2S umsarvicewm were te continue, to the terget, however, anc
Lomb on the estinated positi-n of the v.igety or ond s ceen in the target
zrea, or by any other means possil..c. “he force. w.n ¢« vicce into three weves,
composed as follows:-— 1ste Jove. 75 Loncisters oI 5 uiivup, bonbing from H to
He3. 2nc. Wave: 82 Lanocastors of 1 Guoot (_lD.C."U.uL,l 10 weB.C. iircruft) plus
7h Loncesters:of 3 Group;. boubing froa Hed to Hede  Jic. Wave: 93 'alir.axcs
of 4 Group, 21 Lancasters of $ Srarp, eng LE Halifwwos of 6 41hyp; ;- boabing froa
H+8 to H+43. H was ut.0005 hirst when the ettack ws timed to 'sto¥rt, as there
was no narker f'orce, and it \73 5liane: no coptinue until 0018 ‘hx‘s

L. ﬂusselsheim "Mhe. s4a11 Size of' the, target ieC. to the cholce of
controlled visual Jrnmmking S7the m) r&ing téBiniuc for this raid. Blind
markers were used.to provide idlusin tion nd for sae rgency oarking ~nly. . The
attack was to be opencd ot H-10 by 4 Mosquite. windor opéners. at H-6 to H=D
the target was to be illuminat. ‘y 15 ZlinC iliuwacar te1s currying Green T.T.

. nooded flores.




; d.amged severely,

. residential cistrict North and 'est of Jrinz ulbrecnt P rke.

-obscured the buildings on the site, and it proved impossible to see whether they

divided between them. lak was nc. Ligible, vne ;meuch o fighm were
sighted, neither opened fire, -no 7as firc. on by i Hulifex, but no claim was
mace. No aircraft was lost on euthc.r o. these opcrztions.

13. Palaise - Very gooc concentration ol tiukers was a.cﬁis\md by

the Mosquitosy which was estinated by the Irster Bouder to be ulig&ti; %o the
cast of” the aining point. He ordered the Iirin force to bouwb the mosd: Westerly
the red TeIv, but subgeq.wntly saw it \to Ec. about-200 yis. to the 8oGtH of the
so he Gropped his .green T.I.' on the.estinated position of ‘the aiming point, ang
instructed. the Main Force to bomb gréen: T.I. from 0216 hours. - Thesé’ green were
accurntel;y ‘backed up, ; ter on. Bonbing wos _reportec o trenely well'
concentrated, and at 1dast six. lorgd réd. explosions were seen in the to.rget ares
Very. slight light flak was encountered, only one fighter was seen, whish fired oy
o Lanoaster of .6 Grolip without infiioting eny damages ' No aircraft wos missing
from this operation.

o

DAY ReCOl IN..ISS

NCE

The “™° * Frunswick although vhotog i
attadk of 2713%5 august, was saa
Gonbéntmtlons An any partioul.\r !
hid been hit.
in groduo

NG showed that the concge from the
'L'C(.Im.. through the tovm, vithout 'eny heavy

&y o nuiler of oriority industrial targets
The Neupetm’cor hn.nch £ thc Muhlenbou Incustrie ..G. engaged
airframe components, heid wil Lat two of the mejor buildings now
The . I..u . Hlan the Wilheloitor district, producing
ue 110 camponents, and the udpl.u:b hm.,..vy engincering “orks, Vilke-Werke ..G.,
‘also shiowed fresh damuge.. -The. aj tent frotory Bussing N..a.G. previously
denaged, showed ac.c.it:.on&l ‘damoge, } tn unicentiried incustrial site. udjring
it had suffered heavi -The. South ’{.rsha’ling varc rC been hit, several
tracks huving been c\.t‘b’ u.nd rofling stcc destroyed. il main pussenger
station hod also been hit again, “wo dore covere. »l._tfems being severely cenuged
The town power station and the.previ ously damuges o8 tcorks in the Wilhelnmiter
Cistrict had both received hits. Soo,ttcreu incidents ¢f business or
residential danage could be- seen tn*ﬁughouu the .towm .., especiclly in the

15, Russelshein’ Damage shown b
in the S.9. crea of the target, althou:h
done in housing egtated to the S.E. of
had been partially cevistatece PFircs were still burniag in the woods in the
neighbourhood oft the.village. In the Opel works themsclves, the loa.ding anc
.despateh hall had suffered most s.everely, onc of three buildings, two '
reconstructed boys, and the remaining: .portion ofthe nein halls beiny gutted.
Parts of thc multi-storey bui.Lr.m,_‘ used for goar-grinling had also been
damaged by high explosive and fire, and onc store hcd been destroyed.

Stores kept in the open had been demaged and an unidentified building had also
received damage f’rom fire.

16& La Neuville' La Breteque Fresh craters were to be seen in the tar_ct
‘area, and in ficlds tc- the west of La Neuville, but heavy shadows from trees

74 cppeared to be mostly
¢struction had been
The t:.:.Let, i village 3 miles away

the phetogr.o
crasicerable

had been hit. At La Breteque there were at least three craters’.in the targeF
area, but no demage to the launching point was visible. The north-south road
had been cut in at least twa ploces.

This attack could Lo scen irom the

17. Pulaise Jhotogrephs to have been
highlw sucecessful. The main high . lcocin: scuthviest towerds Brionze und Flers
had been gut ¢ 9 places by at leist 14 croters. aAlmost ever; street in
Faleiw.e itself was blocked by cr.tcrz or rablle, some scecticns of the town bcing

:csy cnd southwest creus had bLeen hit
visible wis imacdiztely around und to
rrouys were sc..ticicd within the
s to ke secen.

devastuteed. Small secondary roads .n the

oany timess. The largest group of cr.ters

the west o the pin-point. Other smll:.r

target area,s Almost no motor truisjort, v..
] §
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inst ths H.F. R/T Gorona was used on seven frequencies, Jostle on six

8§ Specisl Tinsel on sewen. . The jemuing frequently hed the effect of closing:
 the “gharmel’ affected but -only for tho plotting to reappear on a difforent
menay  or, &s heppened on one instance, on the same froquency ngain after
® jammors hed ‘been switched. . Ten Drumstick transmitters wore used against

B F, V/T and'Pldget against the MF W/T, It may bo assumod that since these
Bious trensmissions were not controlling soparate bodles of fightors but '

h peseing running commentaries for the benofit of all, that ihe the large

for used was '‘necessaxy on acoount of the pressure of tho jamming,

- fA.B.C.‘ éircfaft wore flyihg‘on both raids and Ground Qlgar was in
etion’ from!2317 until 0350, L ) '

b

; The Mandrel Screen operated over a front of about two hundred miles
the.North Sea and’it is noteworthy that the only track to be plotted before
ks’ over into cnemy torritory was the most northerly one which would have
vou the lengt protection; this is in itself not positive evidenoce that

ombe; "not ‘seen sooner, - .- o ,

et e .l'\ir‘(}omnodore',
. " Chief Bignals Officer.
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FEEEEEES - Braunschweig - Kaart voor de luchtvaart Oktober 1944
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FEEEEEE - Braunschweig - Aanvalsplan (2) 15 oktober 1944

« P07 bt WO o= = . _ .
FOOd I 5 @uJP 141310~ o Ny
W, ALL JASES AND JTATIONS, FIsninTon

LR, - i~ )T
roun o x5 e F b_(f}j,.,

(C) 220+ A/C OF 3 GRP VWILL ATTATK THE T/R7kT. IN ADDITION 1,00
A/C UF 1 3 4 AND 5 SRS vILL ATTACK C O D AT aasa HOURS
0121

AND AT gwsju.md-

Q) TO COGPLLTE JLSTRUTION OF AN LHEMY INDJSTRIAL CENTRE
CE) NIGHT 14TH/ 15T OCTOBER 1944 ‘)\Q\u(

(F) 53 HASE = 80¢ . 6@3
55 GASE = 100+ I
4G S) M - 18+ )
54 BASE = 13+C106 5Q0%) PLUS FLAHE AMD MAHKER FIRMES

(C)SKATE

€1y MOHNAL
{J) MOEFAL

(K> BASE = READING CA) = BEACHY MEAD C(b) = 5C13 2 0133 € ¢7)
]- 509; M OJ3 kL M) - 5030 HOJ20 E CE) - :yé: N 0845 L <F)
AR E

(L) TARGET = 5210 H 1040C E €G) = 513 N 0S00 € CF) = 5030 ¥
9720 E (E> = 5000 M 0500 E CJ) = 5120 N 0200 E CK) = UASE

(M) C€1) H 1OUR IS PROVISIONALLY 0408 HOJURS (v V-9
".2} Tﬂl.T. H TD h + b ‘2 1 3 HIH 'I'M"E.B}
(1) AMC MHE TO UL SPREAD EVEMNLY OVER THE T.0.T. UT A/
VITH THi LONGER UDELAYS ARE TO ATTACK IN THE FIRST “AVE

{HJ":;‘IJ PETROL 165C GALLUNS
) IQny AD AND |
15"] u’!!u- 1 X 2’538' PLUS HAX '"J' CLUSTEKS
REMAINDER 3 1 X 1000 MC/CGP FUSED msz INGT, 3 MAX
4 LB INC uDHH! PREFERABLY IM B 3LC'3 QOTHERwISE CLUSENY

£d3 VTASEVST4CHY%ESoBeE MIFy accoroANCE WITH 5 @ 2414 33,

C5) RB PHOTOGHAPHY: ALL A/C ARE TO CARKY KIGHT CAMERAT AND
FLASFLCS FUSER TO EXPLDOE AT POIRT b OF AC I'EIGIT
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Braunschweig - Altstadhaus 15 Oktober 1944

2024:
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Braunschweig - Gedenkteken Bombardement 15 oktober 1944

Op 13 augustus 1944 wierp de Lancaster van Bergentheim z’n bommen af op Braunschweig. Die nacht kwamen
er 38 mensen om.

Enige tijd later, 15 oktober 1944, werd Braunschweig opnieuw gebombardeerd. Toen ontstond er een grote
vuurstorm waardoor velen verstikten. Dit nacht stierven 98 inwoners en staat in Braunschweig bekend als het
grote bombardement.
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Braunschweig - Braunschweig tijdens bombardement 15 oktober 1944
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Braunschweig - Schadeformulier bij bombardementen 15 oktober 1944

Na elk bombardement moesten de burgers van Braunschweig die schade hadden, dit aangeven:

p—

Merkblatt fir Fliegergeschadigte

Volksgenossen und Volksgenossinnen|

Die Volksgenossen des Aufnahmekfeises heiflien Euch herzlich will-
kommen. Sie haben in voller Wiirdigung Eures schweren Geschickes
sich gerne bereit erkldrt, Euch in ihren Hdusern und Wohnungen gast-
freundlich aufzunehmen.

So hart Euer durchlebtes Schicksal auch ist, so bitten wir 4,
I,olgen'dehst zu beriicksichtigen und Euer Verhalten im Gastkreis de __<h
uszurichten:

1. Ihr kommt aus dem Luftkriegsgebiet und habt dort eine vorbild-
liche Haltung gezeigt. Seid auch in Eurem Gastkreis tapfer und
treu und helft mit Eurer Zuversicht, die innere Front der mutigen
Herzen aufrecht zu erhalten.

2. Hiitet Euch vor Uebertreibungen, denn die Erfahrung lehrt, daf
Ihr damit der wilden Gerlichtsbildung Tor und Tur &ffnet und
unndtig zahlreichen Volksgenossen das Herz schwer macht, die
ihre Kraft und Zuversicht dringend fiir ihré Arbeit bendtigen, die
auch fiir Euch und Eure Angehdrigen geleistet wird.

3. Verlangt nicht besondere Vorteile, die anderen Volksgenossen
nicht zustehen. Zeigt Euch korrekt in allen Pflichten der ktlegs-
wirtschaftliichen Ordnung und beweist auch dadurch as
Soldatentum, .das I|hr durch Euren mutigen Einsatz in Eurer
Heimat vorgelebt habt.

4. Achtet Eigenheiten Eurer Gastgeber. Sie sind vielfach an
andere Verhdltnisse gewdhnt, als sie bei Euch zu Hause Ublich
sind. Klagen lber fremde Bedingungen der neuen Umgebung
fiihren zu Spannungen mit den Quartierleuten, die bei gutem
Willen zu vermeiden sind.

5. Alle unsere Volksgenossen sind heute durch die vermehrten

Leistungspflichten fiir den Kampf der Front und die Erndhrung
der Heimat in iiberreichem Mafe in Anspruch genommen. LaBt
Euch deshalb nicht bedienen, sondern helft Euch in allen Dingen
Eurer Lebens- und Wohnungsordnung selbst.
Denkt auch daran, da® Eure Gastgeber in allen Haushaltungs-
gegenstanden iUberaus beschrénkt sind. Deshalb geht mit den
Gegenstanden, die Euch Eure Gastgeber zur Verfigung stellen,
sorgsam um und bringt selbst Haushaltungsgegensténde, die tag-
lich gebraucht werden, soweit solche noch in Eurem Besitz
sind, mit.

6. Versucht, soweit |hr nicht einer eigenen beruflichen Tatigkeit
nachgeht, zu helfen und Euch niitzlich zu machen, wo Ihr konnt.
Dadurch niitzt |hr Euch selbst am meisten, denn nur ei 18-
gefiilltes Dasein befriedigt und hilft Euch Uber alles S¢. sre
hinweg, das aus dem Schicksal der vergangenen Wochen und
Monate Euer Denken und Sorgen erfillt.

7. Wenn |hr Euch in berechtigten Forderungen benachteiligt flhlt,
wendet Euch an die Hoheitstrager der Partei. Sie sind die
Vollstrecker der Gemeinschaftshilfe, die Euch in Eurer Not zu-
teil wird. Sie werden alle begriindeten Beschwerden abstellen,
so gut es unter den gegebenen Verhditnissen moglich ist.

8. VergeBit nie, daB |hr zur groBen Front der Kémpfer um eine
bessere Zukunft unseres deutschen Volkes gehort.

Das Bild Eurer Haltung Ist mitbestimmend fiir den Sieg!
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FEEEEEES - Braunschweig - Luftlagekarte Oktober 1944

Kaart van de omgeving van Braunschweig, in najaar 1944
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Bron: website gemeentehuis Braunschweig
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S Braunschweig - Pamfletten van de bommenwerpers 1945

De geallieerde bommenwerpers wierpen ook folders uit die de Duitse bevolking duidelijk moesten maken
waarom er gebombardeerd werd:




Qonr MITLER ERKLARTE KRIEG

AN DIE VEREINIGTEN STAATEN
m
Y AMu. DEZEMBER 1941

Dle amerlkamsche Flugwaffe
glht dle Antwort

.. Zusammen mit. der RAF B
_*hel Tag und bei Nacht

<. Auf krlegswmhtlge Z'T‘
,m allen Tellen des Relches

EE rmamm WURDE VI e AMERIKANISCHEN BOMBER AGENOnTE

Bron: Albert van der Veen, prive bezit
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1954

Braunschweig - Opbouw na de oorlog
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Braunschweig - Capitulatie 12 april 1945

Aus eigener
llvertreter

nd ¥

elr
dniti
en

Biirger
eserhalb
Ztaul bat mich
geinen Bevollmé
emeldet, Um 18 2
von Offizieren der "ch?macht.<%9
Kinisterprieiden Klagges
f‘r‘rﬁm mit mir eine eingehende Ve rhandlung b;z:
;orﬁ setzens des Kampfes in und um Braunsc hweig 324 Sier
?if; ei die Prage komnisearischen ﬁﬁJeukag des P
fb rbiirgermeisters sprochen und hieglur~c£v;f
stadtrite suserwdhlt, Zur Erirterung dexr der ﬂ.v B
trF” nden weiteren Pragen wurde eine Be svreﬁiu £ u£v~r'
Freisbefehlustand anberaumt, zu der Eev:te de ii;“ e "
der u.pllv"*t“ﬂ*vrd Polizeipriésident, Ministerp qi ; K]
und ich eingeladen waren, Jn dieser Versammlung erklirt

ametE O

"




Capitulatie van Braunschweig, 12 april 1945
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Braunschweig - Capitulatie 12 april 1945
“Wij kinderen beschouwden de dagelijkse waanzin van die jaren als gewoon normaal leven.”

Eckhard Schimpf heeft zijn boek uit 1997 “’s Nachts, wanneer de kerstbomen kwamen” herzien. Deze
beschrijvingen van de oorlog en de naoorlogse periode tussen 1943 en 1948 hebben veel weerklank gevonden.
Niet alleen onder de mensen die dit tijdperk hebben meegemaakt, maar ook onder de jongere generatie.

ECKHARD SCHIMPF

NACHIS AISDIE
WEIHNACHTSBAUME
KAMEN

=<

DELIUS KLASING
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ECKHARD SCHIMPF,

Kolumnist der ,Braunschweiger Zei-
tung” und Autor zahlreicher Bicher
zur braunschweigischen Geschichte,
hat sein 1997 erschienenes Buch
~Nachts, als die Weihnachtsbdume
kamen iiberarbeitet.

» Wir Kinder hielten den
tdglichen Irrsinn jener Jahre
fiir das ganz normale Leben.”

Diese Schilderungen der Kriegs- und
Nachkriegszeit zwischen 1943 und
1948 haben viel Resonanz gefunden.

Nicht nur bei den Menschen, die diese

Epoche miterlebt haben. Sondern
auch bei der jiingeren Generation.

Bei Schiilerinnen und Schitlern,

Studentinnen und Studenten, denen
heute das damalige Geschehen
schier unglaublich erscheint.

Das Jahr 2015 und das damit verbun-
dene Gedenken an ,70 Jahre Kriegs-
ende” lenken die Aufmerksamkeit
nun erneut auf diese Schreckenszeit.
Eckhard Schimpf erzahlt davon.

Aus der Sicht eines Kindes.

9U783667"102386

ISBN 978-3-667-10238-6
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